Gastric analysis is of value in the investigation not only of gastro-intestinal diseases but also of other conditions, viz ana?mias, pellagra, asthma, etc. In this test, after the removal of the residual juice, the gastric glands are excited to secrete by the ingestion of a test meal of which oatmeal gruel is the old standard one.
It has however certain disadvantages : it takes considerable time to prepare the meal; the patient finds it inconvenient to swallow with a tube in the mouth; a pint of gruel causes much dilution of the gastric juice at least in the first hour; and at times difficulty is experienced in drawing the thick samples through the tube. More recently, alcohol test meal has replaced the gruel meal. In this country, Napier, Chaudhuri and Rai Chaudhuri (1938) 
No free HCl
No reference to the total acidity is made as it runs more or less parallel with the free acidity.
Results
These are shown in tables I and II. Figure V shows results with the same alcohol meal repeated.
parallel with that of alcohol. Olive oil gave similar results during the first hour but eventually controlled the secretion, and during the second hour there was some divergence (figure III). With rasam there was higher acidity throughout the period of observation (figure IV).
With alcohol tested for the second time the mean results almost corresponded with those of the first observations (figure V).
As regards maximum acidity, tap water and pyrogen-free water were the only two substances which approached the high level obtained with alcohol, and the peak was reached within li hours. confirmation from a larger series of cases.
